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Kampo Physicians and the Meiji Era Emperor’s Family:
How Kampo Physicians Became the Leading Doctors
of the Meiji Era Imperial Family
and Why They Were Abolished from the Court

Nozomu KAWASHIMA

Department of Pediatrics, Nagoya University Hospital

Emperor Meiji had 15 children, of whom 10 died at a young age. Some of them were examined by
Kampo physicians. This study aims to elucidate the history of Kampo and the Meiji Era imperial family.
The historical details were mainly referenced from the Annals of Emperor Meiji. Although his idea was
to combine the best of Kampo and Western medicine, Kampo physicians were all replaced by physicians
of Western medicine (PWM). The Second Prince and Princess were treated by PWM, but died from
nomakuen (a meningitis/encephalitis-like disease). Prince Yoshihito (Emperor Taisho) was treated by
Sohaku Asada, a Kampo physician. Neither he nor PWM could save the third, fourth, and fifth princesses
from nomakuen. Prince Michihito was treated by Sadanori Fukui, a Kampo physician. Yoshihito pre-
sented with symptoms of pertussis, which Asada could not treat, and Kensai Ikeda (PWM) became the
chief physician after a report to the Emperor by Sukenori Soga, although the Emperor himself had
intended to appoint Toshu Murase, a Kampo pediatrician as the chief physician. By the order of the
Emperor, the Sixth Princess was treated by Murase. After Michihito died of nomakuen despite concen-
trated treatment by Kampo physicians, Kampo medicine was banished from the court. Later, PWM could
also not save two of the five Emperor’s children from nomakuen, and research conducted by pediatricians
revealed that their nomakuen had resulted from chronic lead poisoning. In light of the abolishment of
Kampo medicine from the court where Kampo had been highly evaluated at first, an understanding of
pathogenesis is essential to the development of pediatric Kampo medicine.

Key words: Emperor Meiji, Princes and Princesses, Nomakuen (encephalitis/meningitis-like disease),
Western medicine, Kampo medicine, Toshu Murase.



