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Genealogy of the Arima Family of Doctors:
The Originator Was Gentetsu Arima

Shu IMAI

Imai Orthopedic Surgery

The Arima family of doctors continued to the end of the Edo period and they served the feudal lords
of the Tanba Fukuchiyama Domain and the Kishu Wakayama Domain. Gentetsu Arima was the origina-
tor of the Arima family of doctors. He learned medicine from Gensaku Manase, who was later appointed
as a Hoin, and served the Emperor Gomizuno. Because of this, he was called a hero.

His eldest son Ryotiku took over the Arima family and gave the headship to his younger brother
Ryokyu. Later, Ryokyu served Yorinobu Tokugawa (called Nanryu). A descendant of Ryotiku served the
Fukuchiyama Kutsuki feudal lord, and a descendant of Ryokyu also served the Kishu Tokugawa feudal
lord.

Especially, Ryokyu behaved as he pleased, but he is regarded as the founder of Japanese Kohou medi-
cal group and he became a one of the famous doctors in Japan.

On the other side, Ryotiku Arima and his adopted son Buntyu also became famous doctors. Buntyu
Arima learned from Gentaku Otsuki, and he wrote “Ransetu Benwaku” which explained the products of
Western civilization.

In conclusion, the Arima family is one of the famous families of doctors in Japan.

Key words: Gentetsu Arima, Ryokyu Arima, Fukuchiyama Kutsuki’s family, Kishu Tokugawa’s family



