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A Bibliographical Study on Seinohiroku
Compiled by Seishu Hanaoka: Focusing on
Early Manuscripts and General Anesthetics

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Seishu Hanaoka collected extra-traditional herbal prescriptions (ETHPs) because he considered the
ETHPs as extremely important in his practice of medicine. Although Gencho Honma, one of the leading
disciples of Hanaoka, re-edited Seinohiroku in 1850, describing 224 ETHPs, its bibliographical detail has
remained unknown. I made a meticulous investigation of its thirty-six manuscripts. The manuscript tran-
scribed by Yoshimi Harasawa in 1814 is the oldest among them. According to his preface, the original
manuscript is most likely to have appeared as early as 1810, mentioning more than twenty ETHPs. Most
manuscripts describe six general anesthetics with five anesthetics out of six originating in Chinese medi-
cine, and with one in Dutch medicine. In this paper, I discuss bibliographies, titles, and contents of
Seinohiroku.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Seinohiroku, Yoshimi Harasawa, general anesthetics, extra-traditional
herbal prescriptions



