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St. Luke’s International Hospital, Hashimoto Hirotoshi,
and the Medical Reformation in Post-WWII Japan

Hiro FUIIMOTO

Department of Japanese Studies, National University of Singapore /
The Urban-Culture Research Center, Osaka City University

After WWII, the Public Health and Welfare Section (PHW) in the General Headquarters of the
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (GHQ/SCAP) started to reorganize the medical system in
Japan. The reformation signified the shift from a German-style medical system to an American-style
medical system. Historians of medicine have examined how the PHW, the Ministry of Health, and the
Ministry of Education in Japan implemented the reformation, by using the GHQ/SCAP documents. In
this article, I will elucidate the role of private hospitals and physicians, who contributed to the new
American-style medical system. Specifically, I will focus on St. Luke’s International Hospital and its
director Dr. Hashimoto Hirotoshi. The hospital started to operate and expand before WWII, but during
the post-war period it played a significant role in promoting American medicine in accordance with the
medical reformation of the PHW.

Key words: GHQ/SCAP, American medicine, medical administration, intern, nursing



