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A Consideration on Female Traditional Doctors

(FERBHZE L ER) in the Meiji Era

Yuko MISAKI

Tokorozawa City, Saitama

We can find several female traditional medical doctors in the registers of physicians, for example in
Nihon Iseki, in the Meiji era. Traditional doctors were doctors who didn’t take the national examination,
but were finally admitted as physicians by the government. They had existed during the modernization of
medicine, along with the doctors who had been promoted by the government. At least 73 female tradi-
tional doctors are found in several medical register books. However, because they were female, they were
not granted the exceptional provision given to the male successors of traditional doctors that allowed
them to succeed as practitioners if they were over 25 years old in 1882. These matters show us that
female traditional doctors recorded in the register books had already begun to work in local areas by
1882.

Many of the female traditional doctors who were recorded in biographies were often the daughters of
doctors. In other words, not only sons, but also daughters, could succeed their father’s role as practi-
tioners. Following them, modern female doctors who passed the national examination appeared.

Key words: Female traditional doctor, Traditional doctor, Female (Woman) doctor, Nikon Iseki,
Medical systems in Meiji era



