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A Study on Yokasagen by Seishu Hanaoka:
Concerning its Contents, Appearance,
and Classification of Manuscripts

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Yokasagen is one of the most important writings by Seishu Hanaoka about his style of surgery. It
describes about a hundred and fourteen surgical diseases and their signs, symptoms, and treatments. The
names and descriptions of the diseases follow the same order as those in the Chinese surgical textbook
Gekaseiso (waikeé zhengzong), but the explanations of the diseases come from Hanaoka’s own experi-
ences. After a meticulous examination of fifty-four Yokasagen manuscripts, it was conluded that the one
transcribed by Keisetsu Miwa, who joined Shunrinken in 1807, is the oldest. It is likely to have appeared
in 1808. The manuscripts can be classified into two categories: Miwa and non-Miwa.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Yokasagen, Gekaseiso, Keisetsu Miwa, 1808



