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Recurrence of Breast Cancer after Surgery
by Seishu Hanaoka

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Seishu Hanaoka was successful in surgically excising a breast cancer tumor of Kan Aiya in October
1804 and believed that he had perfected the surgical treatment of breast cancer. Nevertheless, he was
confronted with the postoperative recurrence of the disease. After the third such recurrence operation in
the intercalary month of February 1811, he understood that the cancer was likely to recur when ulceration
of the tumor and metastasis to the axillar lymph nodes were observed. Thereafter, he adopted a stricter
indication for breast cancer surgery. Hanaoka was the first to understand the postoperative recurrence of
the disease in Japan.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Kan Aiya, breast cancer, postoperative recurrence, indication for surgery



