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Chinju Murai (Kinzan) and Todo Yoshimasu

Noriko MATSUZAKI

Kumamoto University Medical Department Alumni Association “Yukyokai”

Chinju Murai (pen name: Kinzan Murai) is known as a physician of the Koho School, comprised of
the students of Todo Yoshimasu. In the Horeki era, he developed the foundation of a medical school,
Saishunkan, in the Kumamoto Domain as the eldest child of Kenboku Murai, the first professor of the
school. However, since Kenboku died soon thereafter, he left the medical school to study as a student of
Todo Yoshimasu in Kyoto. As a student of Todo, he made achievements, including the publication of
many medical books. After the death of Todo, he established a school in Kumamoto to teach about the
medical techniques that he had learned from Todo. In this report, we clarify the details of students of
Chinju, based on the list of his students, which had not been known previously. In addition, we show that
Chinju fulfilled Todo’s hope for him to disperse Todo’s medical techniques mainly in West Japan, as
Chinju was originally from the Kyushu area.

Key words: Chinju Murai (pen name: Kinzan Murai), Todo Yoshimasu, the manner of Todo, student,
medical book



