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1810s Illustrations of Breast Cancer Patients
under General Anesthesia:
The Portrayal of General Anesthesia
by Ryokei Amenomori

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Ryokei Amenomori, who entered Shunrinken in 1813, wrote and illustrated a manuscript in the mid
1810s called Fujin-nyironyoku. The manuscript is a record of Seishu Hanaoka’s lecture on breast dis-
eases and the surgical treatment of breast cancer. There are seven illustrations. The fourth one portrays
a breast cancer patient about to have surgery under general anesthesia with Mafutsutd. The fifth illustra-
tion portrays a woman in the middle of breast cancer surgery under general anesthesia, with much bleed-
ing from the incision site. Rydkei Amenomori must have observed these patients firsthand because the
legends give the details of the operations. Since no 1810s illustration of a patient under the influence
of Mafutsutd has been reported before, this manuscript is very important to the study of the history of

anesthesia.

Key words: Ryokei Amenomori, Fujin-nyironyoku, Mafutsuto, breast cancer surgery, 1810s



