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Seishu Hanaoka’s Philosophy of Medicine

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Since Seishu Hanaoka’s death in 1835, medical historians have considered Naigai Goitsu Katsubutsu
Kyuri, consisting of eight Chinese characters, to be his motto. My recent study, however, has now re-
vealed that Katsubutsu Kyuri alone originated with him. Accordingly, the previous explanations of Hana-
oka’s medical philosophy by using the eight Chinese characters should be corrected because they can
lead to a misunderstanding of Hanaoka’s philosophy. I explain this in regard to several important words
such as Naigai, Katsubutsu, Kyuri, I, Jutsu, Ho, and Kenkyu that appear in his scrolls. Hanaoka strongly
advocated that students should study both internal medicine and surgery, sharpen surgical skills, read
diligently, and engage in lifelong learning in order to achieve the final goal of treating patients. Hanaoka
was most likely influenced by Yoshimasu’s philosophy, considering the fact that Hanaoka used almost
the same phrases that Todo Yoshimasu used in his writings to express his medical ideas.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, philosophy, Naigaigoitsu, Katsubutsukyuri, Todo Yoshimasu



