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Chinese Poems on Seishu Hanaoka
by Chazan Kan and Others

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Five Chinese poems by Chazan Kan and others were written in praise of Seishu Hanaoka before and
after Hanaoka’s death in 1835. Among them the earliest inscription was composed by Kan in March
1820, celebrating the 60th anniversary of his birth. According to Kan’s diary, it is clear that Umpei
Hanaoka, the eldest son of Hanaoka, enrolled at a school called “Renjuku” run by Kan in August 1819.
Kan left the poem with Umpei, who returned to his hometown Hirayama to join the banquet party in
celebration of the anniversary. A careful examination of these poems indicates that Hanaoka’s surgical
procedures were highly appreciated as “extraordinary arts” or “divine techniques,” therefore, Hanaoka
was respected as a “divine doctor” or the “Canopus” which brings us a long life because he had a perfect
command of those arts and techniques. These poems are thought to express the social recognition of
Seishu Hanaoka at the time.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, inscriptions, Chazan Kan, Umpei Hanaoka, social recognition



