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Recent Findings on Breast Cancer Surgeries Performed by
the Hanaokas at Shunrinken, According to Nyugan
Seimeiroku

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

The Commendation Association of the Great Physician Seishu Hanaoka possesses a manuscript titled
Nyugan Seimeiroku, which lists breast cancer patients who were admitted at Shunrinken, a hospital and
school presided over by Seishu Hanaoka. The manuscript has descriptions including the dates, addresses,
and names of 177 breast cancer patients, and indicates that 173 patients among them underwent surgical
treatment for breast cancer during the period between 1804 and 1871. Seishu Hanaoka performed breast
cancer tumor removals for 153 patients out of 173 over a period of 32 years from 1804; however, he did
not conduct any such operations in 1826, supposedly due to a severe health trouble of unknown cause.
After his death in 1835, Roshu Hanaoka, his son, performed breast cancer surgery at the hospital until
1866, and thereafter, breast cancer patients were treated surgically at the hospital by Kodo Hanaoka, a
grandson of Seishu Hanaoka, until 1871.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Shunrinken, Nyugan Seimeiroku, Breast cancer surgery



