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Seishu Hanaoka Did Not Write Naigai Goitsu;
Kohko Niida Wrote It

Akitomo MATSUKI

Department of Anesthesiology, Hirosaki University Graduate School of Medicine

Since the end of the Edo era it has been widely believed that Naigai Goitsu Katsubutsu Kyuri, which
consists of eight Chinese characters, was Seishu Hanaoka’s motto. There is definitive proof that the sec-
ond half, Katsubutsu Kyuri, originated with Hanaoka, but no reliable historical documents substantiate
the claim that he wrote the first half. A meticulous examination of the historical records has now revealed
that Kohko Niida added Naigai Goitsu in 1835, when he composed Hanaoka’s epitaph. Although Hanaoka
strongly encouraged medical students to study both internal medicine and surgery, he did not advocate
integrating them to found a new specialty. Accordingly, his motto was simply Katsubutsu Kyuri, com-

prised of four Chinese characters.

Key words: Seishu Hanaoka, Koko Niida, Katsubutsu Kyuri, Naigai Goitsu, epitaph



