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Dr. Michiharu Matsuoka, Founder of the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kyoto University,

and His Achievements
(Part 6: Studying Abroad of Dr. Matsuoka and Opening to Public,
Reputation and Achievement of the Department)

Hayato HIROTANI

Kyoto City

Dr. Michiharu Matsuoka studied orthopaedic surgery in Germany, Austria and other countries during the
period from August, 1902 to May, 1906. He visited many university pathological institutes and surgical
and orthopaedic clinics to study pathology and to learn the practice of orthopaedic surgery. After that, he
started his practice at the newly established Department of Orthopaedic Surgery in the Medical School of
Kyoto Imperial University in June, 1906. The department was opened in 1907 and in 1911 it was opened
to all citizens and practical doctors in Kyoto City and exhibited many orthopaedic specimens and instru-
ments. In particular, the x-ray apparatus of the Department was so well equipped that a German radiologist
who visited the Department admired it in his article that was published in the journal of radiology in 1911.
The Department was not surpassed by others for the number of patients with the dislocation of the hip and
tuberculous spondylitis as well as the advanced quality and variety of roentgenological and pathological
researches on these diseases.

Key words: History of orthopaedic surgery, Michiharu Matsuoka, X-ray apparatus,
congenital dislocation of the hip, tuberculous spondylitis



