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The Alteration of Japanese Anatomical Terminology
in the Early Showa Period and
the Japanese Language Reform Campaign

Tadashi SAWALI, Tatsuo SAKAI

Juntendo University School of Medicine, Department of Anatomy and Life Structure

In the second decade of the Showa period, great changes were made in the Japanese anatomical terms.
It has been proposed that the presentation of JNA (Jenaer nomina anatomica) was one of the factors leading
to the change. The Japanese language reform campaign, however, played an important role. The party
kokugoaigo doumei (FEFEEH#FS) and its successor kokugo kyokai (FE3E1#%%) required concise and
unified technical terms. The anatomical nomenclature committee of the Japanese Association of Anato-
mists worked to satisfy this requirement. The committee consulted with nomenclature committees of other
medical associations and took account of their opinions. The anatomical nomenclature committee aban-
doned the literal translation from Latin to Japanese and shaped a succinct Japanese terminology. Modern
Japanese anatomical terms are based on this terminology.

Key words: Japanese anatomical terminology, kokugoaigo doumei (FEFES# M H),

kokugo kyokai (H3E1#%%)



