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Chinese Books on Human Anatomy Published in the Late Qing Dynasty

Hideshi MATSUMOTO

uanti-chanwei (1881) is the first technical book on human anatomy written in Chinese and brought to
Modern China. It was compiled and translated on the basis of Anatomy, Descriptive and Suurgical (firstedi-

tion in 1858) by Henry Gray. Quanti-chanwei was published with intent to establish Chinese translations
for terms referring to anatomy, and it gained broad support from medical missionaries who mainly served
in Guangdong, Shanghai, and Fuzhou at that time. Quanti-tongkao (1886) was also complied and translated
on the basis of Gray’ Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical. It was published from Jingshi Tongwen Guan, The

Academy of Foreign Languages in the Qing dynasty, and they selected different words for the translation

into Chinese from Quanti-chanwei. Thus, although Gray’ Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical played a great
role in the introduction of Western Medicine into Modern China, there was no accordance between the
national government and the provinces regarding Chinese translations for terms referring to anatomy.



