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Patients Observed in Old Diaries of the Muromachi Period (1)

“Kanmon-gyoki” and the Illness of Iriedono

by Isaku MIZUTANI

In this paper, the author clarifies the state of people’s lives with regard to disease in the Muromachi
Period.

The authentic documents, “Kanmon-gyoki” (FE#HEL), the diary of Prince Sadafusa (ERHHT)
were mainly used as historical material for this study. In the story of Iriedono (AJLE), a daughter of
Prince Sadafusa, and her struggle with the disease, written in this diary, the author has observed as
follows :

1). How the doctors in charge were dispatched.

2). Characteristics of doctors themselves.

3). Some very stange customs and manners of the times toward recovery from illness, dying and after
death.
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