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“Ejima-lkushima scandal” and Mikurajima Island
by Yoshihisa SHINDO

Mikurajima Island was under the control of the Miyakejima office from the sixteenth century.
The natives of Mikurajima had been groaned under the tyranny of the officials of the Miyakejima.

Boxwood in Mikurajima has been known as a high quality material for wooden plate dentures,
combs and seals from old days. Also this wood was an only financial source of the island.

This precious resources were on the verge of denudation due to reckless deforestation by the
officials of the Miyakejima from the latter term of the seventeenth century, and the living of the
natives was greatly distressed.

For this reason, the whole natives rose in revolt to aim the independece from the Miyakejima’s
control in the early stage of eighteenth century.

Kochikuin Okuyama who happened to be exiled to Miyakejima as a convict of the Ejima-Ikushima
scandal, sent a letter lamenting their sad plight to his friend, Hochiku Katsuragawa who was living in
Edo.

Thanks to Katsuragawa’s earnest petition to the Edo central government, Mikurajima won it and

became independent from the Miyakejima, and the boxwood forest has been preserved.
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