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Fujikawa Yu and Dohi Keizo

by Yoji NAGATOYA

Fujikawa Ya (1865~1940) laid the foundations of the history of medicine in Japan and Dohi Keizd
(1866~1931) performed a similar service to dermatology. The two became acquainted with each other
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through the introduction of Kure Shiizd (1865~1932, psychiatrist).

Besides dermatology, which was his regular profession, or rather, in relation to it, Dohi was interested
in medical history, and wrote A History of Syphilis in the World (1921), his most important work.
Fujikawa had also developed an early interest in the history of syphilis.

Dohi also carried on an investigation into the work of Ryochiku Okumura (1686~1760), a noted
doctor in Fukui Prefecture where Dohi himself was born, and Fujikawa cooperated with him in this
research. Fujikawa found the gravestone of Dokushoan Nagatomi (1732~1766), a disciple of Ryochiku,
at Zoroan in Osaka in 1892, and 33 years later Dohi visited Zoroan and recorded the fact.

What differs most between the two is that Dohi, a professor at Tokyo University, was at the top

of the academic world while Fujikawa remained on the outside all his life.
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