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Dr. Fujikawa Yu and Dr. Kure Shuzo : their friendship
and the study of Medical History

by Yasuo OKADA

Dr. Fujikawa Y (1865~1940) and Dr. Kure Shiizd (1865~1932) were born in the same year and
came from the same prefecture, Hiroshima. Since their student days both had serious intentions to study
the medical history of Japan. Their first meeting must have occurred at the end of 1888 or at the
beginning of 1889. In 1892, Fujikawa and Kure began serious study on medical history. By this time,
Japanese medicine had begun to stand on its own feet. But only few collegues of them took interest in
the medical history of Japan.

In the years that followed, Dr. Kure became busy as a leading psychiatrist, and had given up his
attempts at compiling a complete history on Japanese medicine. In 1904, Dr. Fujikawa did succeed in

compiling a comprehensive history of Japanese medicine. In his later years Dr. Kure resumed his work
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on medical history. Finally, in 1927 Drs. Fujikawa and Kure founded the Japan Society of Medical

History. Dr. Kure was elected the chief director.
Their warm friendship lasted for more than forty years. The study of the medical history in Japan
grew out of their friendship and cooperation. Remembering these two eminent pioneers, it is unfortunate

that the Japanese medical community of today still takes such little interest in medical history.
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