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Tatewaki Nakajo and the Obstetrics of
Nakajo Ryu (Nakajo school)

by
Shoichi YAMAGATA

Tatewaki Nakajo, the founder of the Nakajo school of obstetrics, served Tadamune Date (1599-

1658) and was taught medicine by his uncle Kaneaki Yoshie. = He was not a member of the Keicho

Mission (1613-1620) of Tsunenaga Hasekura(1574-1624) but was a Christian and was acquainted with



Franciscan fathers and Christian doctors. He was a close friend of the Hasekura family, and was
once prosecuted for his Christian belief and was imprisoned for that reason. He was acquitted after
giving up his religion, retired, changed his name to Doki, and started to work as a doctor.  As it is
evident from the fact that he attended the birth of the fourth Tokugawa Shogun Ietsuna Tokugawa
(1641-1680) -in Edo castle, he was a famous and renowned obstetrician but his methods of obstetrics
were kept secret by the order of Tadamune Date. Y6ki Nakajo, a grandson of Tatewaki was the
first one from his school to be nominated as a formal member of the doctors of the Date clan. The
school of Nakajé had several hundred followers scattered all over Japan but the first publication of
a medical book of the school was done by Rineki Murayama in 1668. This is the Nakajorya Sanzengo-
Sho. This book and the second publication in the name of Nakajoryl Sanka-zensho in the hand of

Chokuzan Toda in 1778 made the obstetrics of the school of Nakajo popular.
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