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The Conferment of the Posthumous Court Rank on Koan Ogata.

Tomio Ogata
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Summary

The author describes the circumstances and situations when the posthumous court rank was conferred

to Koan Ogata (1810-1863) on June 8, 1909,
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Summary

The author describes the circumstances when the monument commemorating the conferment of the

posthumous court rank to Koan Ogata (1810-1863) was established on July 10,1912,
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Summary
The institute for infectious diseases, so-called “Den-

ken of Tokyo™, started as a private organization in

1892.

up rapidly to the world-famous, big institute, compa-

It was made governmental in 1899, and grew

rable with Koch’s Institute in Berlin, or Pasteur’s in
Paris. Its director was throughout Shibasaburo Kita-
sato, the great bacteriologist, and the staffs were his
pupils, all distinguished in this field of medicine. And
the activity of this institute was firmly connected with
the hygienic welfare of the whole people of Japan.

Suddenly in 1914, this institute was transferred
from the Ministry of Home Affairs to the Ministry
of Eduction, and became to belong to the Faculty of
Medicine, Tokyo Imperial University.

In the present papar the circumstances concerning
the transference were minutely considered. Shigenobu
Ohkuma, Prime Minister, and at the same time Minis-
ter of Home Affairs, was an intimate friend of Tane-
michi Aoyama, then Director of the Faculty of Medi-
cine of the University, who had shown dubious
attitude toward the activities of this institute. Besides
Kitokuro Ichiki, Minister of Eduction, was against

Kitasato, especially from politically conservative and

bureaucratic¥viewpoint. In addition, Rintaro Mori, the
famous literator with the pen name ‘“Ohgai”’, working
Military Medica]
Board, supported Aoyama’s opinion. So,

as Superintendent General of the
the Govern-
ment, the Army and theUniversity authorities coin_
cided in approving the planning of transference.

It was apparently suddenly decided in complete
disregard of Kitasato, the true founder and the very
excellent scientist, and encountered serious oppositions
of Kitasato and of his followers. Newspapers also
began broad campaign against such an undemocratic
procedure of the Government and the University
authorities.

But the transference was issued as imperial ordi-
nance, which was then considered supreme in Japan,
and was realized, though after much complications.

Kitasato and all the members of the institute resig-
ned, and they soon endeavored to establish Kitasato’s
Institute in 1914 and subsequently to found the
Faculty of Medicine of the Keio University, which
started in 1917. After this dramatic affair the pre-
dominance of the Imperial University supported by
the Government over medical schools and institutions

became decisive in Japan.
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